
Introduced by Council Member Gulliford:
ORDINANCE 2015-697
AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE COUNCIL RULES; AMENDING CHAPTER 4 (PROCEDURES), TO ADD A NEW PART 13 (Electronic TEXT COMMUNICATIONS DURING REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS), COUNCIL RULES, TO PROVIDE FOR A POLICY FOR PROHIBITING COUNCIL MEMBERS FROM RESPONDING TO TEXTS SENT BY LOBBYiSTS, UNION REPRESENTATIVES OR MEMBERS, OR THE CITY ADMINISTRATION AND REQUIRING CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS TO DISCLOSE ANY COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED DURING ANY full COUNCIL MEETING ON A MATTER THAT WILL BE ON THAT COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA, PRIOR TO the VOTE ON THAT MATTER;  PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Amending Chapter 4 (Procedures), by adding a new Part 13 (Electronic Text Communications during full City Council Meetings), Council Rules.  

Part 13 (Electronic Text Communications during full City Council Meetings), Council Rules, is hereby created to read as follows:

CHAPTER 4. Procedures 
*  *  *

PART 13. Electronic Text Communications during full City Council Meetings.
(1) No Council Member shall reply to any text from a lobbyist, union member or representative, or city administration employee during any full City Council Meeting.
(2) Any Council Member that receives texts from a lobbyist, union member or representative or city administration employee on any matter that is an agenda item at the full City Council Meeting during that same meeting shall be required to disclose the receipt of the text prior to the vote on that agenda item, and file the contents thereof with Legislative Services within forty eight (48) hours after the Council Meeting when the text was received.

Section 2.
 
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Margaret M. Sidman
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